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Patients 'thank' nurses and docs
with Per Se dinners, diamonds
By BETH LANDMAN

VIPs, patients and their loved ones
are showing up with everything from
Some New York City doctors woo bags of Sugarfma candy and restaupatients via subway advertisements rant gift cards to parcels from Hermes
and glowing features in fashion maga- and Cartier. If you walked into a popzines. And then there are the doctors ular Manhattan doctor's office over
the holiday season, it's likely you saw
whose patients woo them.
Dr. Paul Jarrod Frank, an Upper East piles of boxes tied with ribbons.
Side dermatologist, has received an
"I'm doing it for what I believe are
"Imperial" bottle of Opus One wine the right reasons: to acknowledge
(which can retail for more than how much they've helped me - and
$5,000) from a grateful
in the event I need their
patient and was offered a
help [again], I want to
make sure I have their attrip via NetJets to Miami
from another. Even his
tention," said one 59year-old banker who
sister Ann, who is in
charge of his appointlives on Park Avenue and
just sent both his interment scheduling, is on
nist and orthopedist
the receiving end of gifts.
"If you need an apmagnums of premium
pointment or extra care,
Barbaresco.
she is the one to go to,"
Maternity wards are
Frank said. "One woman
full of beaming moms
from Jordan gave her a
ordering up baked goods
pair of diamond earfor hospital staff, but
rings!"
families of ill patients ofHe added, "We don't -Park Avenue
ten go further.
accept gifts in return for banker who sends his
"There was one patient
physicians wine
service ... but if somein the heart unit of New
one wants to show apYork [Presbyterian] Hospreciation, there is nothing wrong pital who used to hand out hundreds
with that. I don't want people to think to the nurses," one physician recalled.
they will be treated better [if they give
The American Medical Association
gifts]; it's just appreciation for making does not have any specific rules about
them feel special, and I'm always patients giving doctors gifts - nor is
pleasantly shocked."
it illegal - but doctors are divided
With people struggling to get the at- about the types of presents they will
tention of first-rate practitioners, giv- accept.
Dr. Christopher Calapai, an East
ing presents to doctors, nurses and
medical staff is becoming almost as Meadow, LI, osteopath who specialcommon as tipping doormen or wait- izes in stem-cell therapy, recently reers. Either as an expression of grati- ceived Cartier cuff links and Chamtude or in hopes of standing out as pagne glasses, a Montblanc pen and a

'

[If] I need

help, 1
want to
make sure I
have[my
doctor's] ,
attention.

gift certificate for dinner at Per Se,
while Jane Scher, a registered nurse,
was showered with an Hermes scarf,
Godiva chocolates and a $100 Starbucks card from patients.
"They thank me because they are
happy," Calapai said.
"A physician has to judge," said John
Connolly, a partner in Castle Connolly, which publishes the annual listing directory America's Top Doctors.
"With hospitals it depends; some have
a policy against it. Small gifts of
thoughtfulness may be appropriate,
but if gifts are significant it could
prove to be an issue. Is it appreciation, or is someone hoping to
acquire a preferred relationship? I don't believe it will influence a doctor, but a physi- .
cian has to judge."
Dr. Marc Lowenberg, a
Central Park South dentist,
recalled how after he veneered the teeth of two
men in finance, one offered
the use of his private plane
and the other the use of his yacht.
"I didn't take them up on those
things because I don't want to be indebted, but an actress gave me the use
of her estate in Maine with complete
staff for a vacation, and that I did take
her up on," Lowenberg said.
"Typically, a lot of our patients send
us sweaters or gift certificates after
we re-create their smiles. There is
nothing wrong with accepting a
gift after work is paid for, though
it's a little surprising that after
spending $50,000 to $80,000 for a
smile makeover, they still want
to send a present."
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NURSES' AID: One
New York physician
recalls a patient who
would hand out
hundred-dollar bills to
nurses in the heart unit.

Raging teen stabs Songwriter's aide Gal 'framed' her
sis &mom: cops hit bad note: suit ·husband's ex: DA
A teenager stabbed his
sister in the back and then
turned the knife on his
mother, who was trying to
break up the fight in their
East Village apartment
early Saturday, cops said.
Justin Rivera, 16, was arguing with his 22-year-old
sister in their apartment on
East lOth Street near Avenue D in the Riis Houses
around 1:30 a.m. when he
thrust a knife into her back,

according to police.
When Rivera's mother
tried to intervene, he
stabbed her in the head and
slashed her arm and fingers.
The sister was taken to
Bellevue Hospital, and the
mother to Beth Israel. Both
are in stable condition.
Rivera was arrested on
the scene and charged with
assault, menacing and trimina! possession of a
weapon. Amanda Woods
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Daniel Choueka, who
The man who co-wrote
"Please, Mr. Postman" is runs Reach Out Entertainnow saying, "Please, give ment, approached Holland
in the fall of 2012. He promme back my money!"
Legendary Motown song- ised to reduce the writer's
writer Brian Holland, who tax liabilities, but instead,
penned the 1961 hit for The told Holland's accountants
Marvelettes, along with to loan him $580,000, withchart toppers like Marvin out telling Holland, accordGaye's "How Sweet It Is (To ing to court papers.
Holland, 75, is seeking
Be Loved By You)" and others, is suing a former finan- about $1 million. Choueka
cial adviser in Manhattan · couldn't be reached.
Kathianne Boniello
federal court.

A woman has pleaded not
guilty to charges that she
framed her husband's exgirlfriend, portraying her as
a stalker who made death
threats and set up a bizarre
"rape fantasy" scheme.
Angela Diaz of Phoenix
entered pleas Friday in
Santa Ana, Calif., to charges
including kidnapping, false
imprisonment and perjury.
Prosecutors say last year,
Diaz ran an ad on Craigslist

steering men to her Anaheim hom€ for consensual
"rape fantasy" sex and
claimed one man tried to
rape her. She also allegedly
faked a pregnancy and cancer and claimed the ex-girlfriend threatened to kill her.
The ex, Michelle Hadley
of Ontario, Calif., was arrested and jailed for months
before authorities say they
discovered Diaz was behind
everything.
Post Wires
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